Selective elution and purification of living Trichomonas vaginalis using gravitational field-flow fractionation.
Gravitational field-flow fractionation is one of the simplest separation methods for biological materials. Its potential in parasitology is demonstrated for Trichomonas vaginalis, a parasite responsible for one of the most widespread sexually transmitted diseases. It was observed that this unicellular parasite can be purified in a culture medium with a recovery of 85% for the living trophozoites. The parasite retention characteristics were different when motile living and non-motile dead cells were eluted, motile cells being less retained than the non-motile cells.